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Math 11 (Elementary Statistics)

Spring 2020
(CRNs 10777 and 10778)
Instructor:  Calvin Schmall

Office: I’m no longer a full-time instructor so I don’t have an office of my own I will hold an office “half-hour” every MWF that I’m on campus from 10:45 – 11:15. I plan to be in room 1522 but if that room is unavailable at that time look for me in one of the other 1500 building offices. 
Phone: 864-7000, ext. 5024 (I only get voicemail on campus, I much prefer you communicate by email)
e-mail:  calvin.schmall@solano.edu or cschmall@solano.edu
Some Dates and Deadlines:  Last date to drop without a W and a refund is 24Jan2020. Last date to drop without a W and without a refund is 31Jan2020. Last date to drop with a W is 27Mar2020. Other important dates and deadlines can be found at www.solano.edu, click on “View all Dates/Deadlines”.
Prerequisites:  Intermediate Algebra (Math 104 or Math 112) or equivalent course elsewhere, or Multiple measures placement.

Attendance:  Required according to college regulations (refer to the Solano College General Catalog), you are expected to be at all class meetings. 
Text and Coverage:  Navidi/Monk, Elementary Statistics, 3rd ed. (Note: you can buy access in the book store to the e-book.) We will cover most, but not all, of chapters 1 through 14. The way that this text and the course is designed it is important that you read the book. Many quiz and test questions will be on material from the book that is not covered in detail, if at all, in the lectures. Even more importantly, the book offers in-depth examples and discussion that add context and texture to the material that will provide you with a much deeper, richer and more useful understanding of statistics. The official course content outline for this course and all courses taught at Solano College can be found on the internet from www.solano.edu, click on “Academics” at the top of the page and then on “Curriculum and Course Outlines” under “Resources.”
SLOs (Student Learning Outcomes):  (The core learning outcomes expected of you.)

SLO 1: Critically analyze statistical information presented in media, journals, etc.
SLO 2: Convert data to statistical evidence and interpret the evidence.

Student Learning Outcomes, General Education Outcomes and Institution Outcomes: These are the thing you are expected be able to do upon completion of this course. They are listed on the Section K of the official course outline.

Homework and Worksheets: Homework assignments from the textbook are imbedded in the Lecture notes which can be found on the Math/Science  file server (mathsci.solano.edu). Click “cschmall”, “Math 11”, and “Lecture Notes.”. It is your responsibility to read the text and do the homework exercises as the material is covered in lecture. Occasionally I may ask to see your textbook homework. There will also be a number of handout worksheets, some will be done in class, some will be completed as homework. Homework handouts will usually be collected and scored. When a worksheet is collected I will check to see that you have done a reasonably good job and shown sufficient work, most assignments will be worth 2 or 3 points, some may be worth more points. No late homework worksheets will be accepted.

Quizzes:  There will be a quiz every Friday we are not having an exam. Each of these will be worth 20 points. At the end of the semester I will discard your lowest 2 quiz scores. Hint: many of these problems will be taken directly from or based closely on the homework and worksheets. Don’t underestimate the importance of the quizzes; they will account for about 20% of your total points. On quizzes you will be allowed two pages of original handwritten notes (one 8.5 x 11 sheet of note paper – both sides). 

Minitab Assignments:  There will be 8 to 11 Minitab assignments (exactly how many will depend on circumstances and time) each worth 10 or 20 points. A late 20 point Minitab assignment will have a maximum of 17 points and a late 10 point assignment will have a maximum of 8 points. A late Minitab assignment will be accepted up to one week after it is due or until the last day of class before finals, whichever comes first. Assignments will usually be due one week from the day they are given to you. An assignment is late if I don’t receive it in the first five minutes of class on the day on which it is due.

Exams:  There will be three (3) 100 point exams. I think of exams as both evaluative and learning tools, because of this if you miss the day I hand back and go over an exam your score for that exam will be reduced by 20% of the points you missed (unless you come to my office to go over the test with me). For example a student who receives a 90 and misses the day I go over the exam will have their score reduced to an 88; a score of 70 will be reduced to 64! You will be allowed to use four pages (two sheets 8.5" by 11", both sides) of notes for each exam; these must be your own handwritten notes. Exams are scheduled for February 28, March 25 (the Wednesday before the last day to drop), and May 8, these dates may be changed due to unforeseen circumstances (college closure due to power failure, flu epidemics, water outages, earthquakes, wildfires, …) or other considerations.
Final Exam:  There will be a comprehensive final exam worth 200 points. On the final you will be allowed to use 6 pages of notes (3 sheets both sides). One-half of the points you earn on the final will count as another 100 point exam (I call it “Exam F”). Note: the final does “double-duty” as both the final and an exam. The final for the 8:00 section (CRN 10777) is scheduled for Wednesday May 20 from 8:00 – 10:00, . The final for the 9:30 section (CRN 10778) is scheduled for Monday May 18 from 8:00 – 10:00.
Grading:  Your grade for the course will be determined the total number of points you earn on the quizzes (without your two lowest scores), graded homework, Minitab assignments, the final, and the total of three 100 point exams, the lowest of the four 100 point exam scores (this includes “Exam F”) will be dropped. Note that the final can account for up to 300 points of your grade.

Your grade will be based on the percentage of the total points you earned out of the total possible as follows:


A ... 90% or more


B ... at least 80% but less than 90%


C ... at least 67% but less than 80%


D ... at least 50% but less than 67%


F ... less than 50% or if you fail to take the final.

Electronic Devices:  The use of any electronic device (cell phones, iPods, iPads, computers, etc.), other than your calculator, is not permitted during class without permission. You cannot use your cell phone’s calculator for quizzes or exams. If, for emergency purposes, you must have your cell phone turned on please put it on silent and/or vibrate and if you must answer the phone please go out into the hall.
Calculators:  A calculator in the TI-83/84 family (note that a TI-86 will also work if it is programmed with the available statistics package – see me for a download, the TI-89 is more of a problem and is not recommended but can be used, students have used the Casio graphing calculators with statistics but I don’t much about them so I can’t be of much help if you get stuck) will be required for this course. These calculators have built into them most of the statistical functions and procedures that we will use. They will make the required computations for this course much easier and faster and will eliminate the need for using tables for the statistical distributions. There are smartphone apps (both iOS and Android) that simulate the TI calculators. I can recommend for iOS, “GrafNCalc83” ($5.99) (there are others but I highly recommend this one, it is especially nice on an iPad) and for Android, “Wabbitemu” (free). Note that I will not usually allow the phone apps to be used on quizzes and exams for obvious reasons but of course you can use them for homework and in class work.
Important Note:  Quizzes scores are very important, they will account for a good part (20-25%) of your grade – don’t take them lightly. Nor should you take Minitab assignments lightly; they will account for 15-20% of your grade. The Minitab assignments are a way that many students raise their grade from a C to a B or from a D to a C. Take the Minitab assignments and quizzes seriously, they can and will make or break your grade. Two examples from the Spring 2015 semester: Student 1 had a 77% average on all exams but because she did well on the quizzes and Minitab assignments she ended up with a solid B in the course. Student 2 had an 87% average on the exams and quizzes but ended up with a C because he didn’t turn in more than half of his Minitab assignments!
Disclaimer:  I will make every attempt to fulfill the conditions set forth here, but I reserve the right to make changes if circumstances arise that I feel call for a modification of dates, policies or procedures. When possible, I will first discuss with you any contemplated changes.

Partial Credit:   Partial credit is very difficult to award, I will do my best to be fair and equitable. There is no objective logic as to why, on a 10 point problem, a certain amount of work should be worth 7 points instead of 8. In the end it is a judgment call, like balls and strikes in baseball. I’ll make every effort to be consistent in assigning partial credit; if you think that I haven’t been consistent with partial credit please bring it to my attention.
No Make-Up Exams Or Quizzes Will Be Given. If you know well in advance (not a few hours before) that you will not be able to take an exam, see me and I may be able to arrange for you to take the test early. If you miss a 100 point exam you will use your “Exam F” score for the one you missed.
If You Miss The Final You Will Receive A Course Grade Of "F".
No Excuses, Please:   I don't want to be in the position of trying to determine who has a legitimate excuse and who doesn't. If it makes you feel better to tell me why you missed a quiz or exam or your assignment is late then feel free to explain to me but don’t expect special treatment because you think your reason for missing is more legitimate than your classmates.

Save Quizzes And Exams:   Several times during the semester I will post your scores and grade to that point, I occasionally make a mistake in entering scores so if you have your exams, quizzes and Minitabs you can check to see if you are getting all the points you earned.

It Is Your Responsibility To Drop. You may be dropped for non-attendance in accordance with college regulations, however do not assume if you quit coming to class that you will be automatically dropped. If you want to drop this class, it is your responsibility to do so.

The three most important things to do to earn a good grade are:
1) KEEP UP WITH THE READING AND HOMEWORK
2) KEEP UP WITH THE READING AND HOMEWORK
3) KEEP UP WITH THE READING AND HOMEWORK
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